
Maury & Virginia 

Phipps have been fix-

tures in the AZ and 

OR HRRVC world for 

decades.  Sadly they 

needed to give up the 

motorhome a couple of 

years ago, but as we 

see, that did not put 

Virginia resting in a 

deck chair.  

Virginia describes her-

self as a water baby.  

Whether it was swim-

ming in the creek in 

Tumwater, in her 

brother’s diaper tub in 

Independence or 

learning to float in 

Lake Stevens she al-

ways was drawn to 

the water.  When she 

was 11-years-old, she 

taught herself to swim 

by watching and mim-

icking the kids that 

Still Swimming into the Future 

were taking the swim 

lessons her parents 

could not afford. 

In adult life, after she 

had started a family, 

she became acquaint-

ed with Virginia Van 

Rossen, who was 

deeply involved in Or-

egon aquatics – coach-

ing and teaching at the 

University of Oregon.  

Virginia Van Rossen 

helped ignite Virgin-

ia’s passion for the 

water and swimming 

even more.  She be-

came a certified Red 

Cross swimming in-
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Special News: 

Jim Warner, former 

HRRVC State Manager 

for AZ & NM and 

member of Chapters 71 

and 433, is in Home 

Hospice care in Tucson. 

The cancer that Jim has 

so valiantly fought has 

spread. 

We ask that you keep 

Jim and Carol in your 

thoughts and prayers. 
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Come “Out Wickenburg Way” in October 

Enjoy a Western Chili 

Cook-off competition, 

walk through the his-

toric Desert Caballe-

ros Western Museum, 

learn from our guest 

presenters, and recon-

nect with friends dur-

ing the 2016 AZ & 

NM State Rally.   

Each of the three AZ 

chapters and NM will 

take part in a friendly 

cook-off.  Check with 

your chapter President 

about their Chili 

Cooking Team so that 

all will be ready come 

rally time. We are 

hoping for a nice varie-

ty of chilies, showing 

off the culinary skills 

and imagination of 

each team.  

We will have an after-

noon of outdoor games 

during the cook-off 

time.  All the usual 

suspects will be there: 

bean bag baseball, lad-

der golf, croquet, and 

more. 

Of course there will be 

a cornucopia of food to 

enjoy, along with 

evening entertainment 

events.  

Be sure to send in your 

registration form to 

enter a chance at $100 

by September 1st.  

Virginia Phipps with 

her first place ribbon 

See Swimming - p. 2 



two individuals with my 

own passion for swim-

ming, as they were my 

mentors in college and 

helped me develop my 

coaching and aquatics ca-

reer,” Tim explains.  “She is 

always helping the team-

mates in her lane and giv-

ing them valuable feed-

back.  I love having Virgin-

ia swim with the Tankers.  

structor and a senior swim 

meet official.   

Moves took her to Wash-

ington, California and Ari-

zona, where she continued 

her involvement in swim-

ming in a variety of posi-

tions.  After retirement 

she began swimming 

with a group in Arizona. 

Oregon City Tankers’ 

Coach, Tim Waud re-

members that he and 

Virginia hit it off imme-

diately.  “We both share a 

long history with swim-

ming that has deep roots.  

Virginia was best friends 

with Virginia and Don Van 

Rossen, and I credit these 

She always has a smile and 

her lane mates enjoy the 

camaraderie she brings to 

the team.  To have Master 

swimmers involved with 

kids on the USA Swim 

Team in Oregon City really 

brings things around 

full circle.  The kids 

love seeing the Masters 

compete at the annual 

Dual-Sanctioned meet 

at Oregon City in 

March, and Virginia is a 

crowd favorite!  To 

have a mother and two 

of her children, Tom and 

Tracy, swim on the team is 

what Masters swimming is 

all about.  Virginia is the 

perfect example that 

“Swimming is for Life!” 

Mike and Mairiene Miranda, Balloon Fiesta Navigators 

Swimming - Con’t from p. 1. 

Chapter  407 members Mike and Mairiene Miranda, have 

volunteered the past 15 yearsmat the Albuquerque Bal-

loon Fiesta helping to ensure that the Fi-

esta runs smoothly. Here is part of an in-

terview from the current  Fiesta newslet-

ter. 

What is your favorite part of the 
job? 
Our favorite has to be the work involved in 
preparing the RV parking lots for the guests 
and also meeting new people every year. 
 
What is your favorite memory from the Fiesta? 
Mike: Every year brings a different favorite memory, but 
what I enjoy more than anything is the expressions on the fac-
es of children attending Balloon Fiesta. 

What advice do you have for first time Balloon 
Fiesta volunteers? 

Mike: Enjoy every minute, it is a chance 
of a lifetime to work at the Balloon Fiesta, 
it truly is. 
Mairiene: Make sure you bring both 
summer and winter clothing. The first 
year we volunteered we did not think it 
would get as cold as it did, so it is good to 
be prepared. 
 

Finally, what is your favorite hot air 
balloon?      Mike: That is a hard question to 

answer, but I would have to say I do enjoy seeing the space shuttle 
balloon, that is one of my favorites.                                                                                                           
Mairiene: My favorite balloons to see are the bumble bees, espe-
cially when they are holding hands.  
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Thanks to Chapter 309 

member Sharry Jarrell 

for pointing to this 

article  that appeared in 

the 24 Jun, 2016  Aqua 

Master Spotlight by 

Karen Andrus-Hughes 

Mike & Mairiene Miranda 

Virginia giving instructions.  

Bees holding hands 



house there last February. 

And one interesting fact, 

their house numbers are the 

same, 222.    

Ray also notes the follow-

ing: I recently had some 

motorhome work done at 

Cummins in Mesa. The ser-

vice manager there (he was 

at the state rally last year) 

told me that Cummins is 

planning to open a satellite 

service facility this fall in 

T u c s o n .  I t  w i l l 

be sized similar to the Mesa 

facility they said.  

From Chapter 309:  

Miranda's, Langes, and Joys 

will all be working the Bal-

loon Fiesta again.  

Chapters from NM: 

Chapter 433 is quiet during 

In news from AZ & NM 

chapters: 

Chapter 71:   

 Betty Harris (699) writes: 

My son and I are planning 

on a trip to Scotland, Wales 

and London in August. 

We will attend a Harris-

Maliphfant family reunion 

in Wales, where my 

father-in-law was born.  

Randy has been a couple 

times and I always wanted 

to go, so I am excited. 

 

Ray and Hilda Nichols 

(6263) sent word:  We took 

a MH trip to WA in April 

to move our son from an 

apartment into his first 

house. Then when we came 

back to Tucson, we flew to 

New Jersey to visit our 

daughter who had bought a 

the heat.  Our May cam-

pout was cancelled.  Next 

is lunch will be Wed. July 

13th. 

Health News update: 

Kay Honn is recovering 

from hip surgery.  There is 

more surgery to come. 

Sandy Simester is down to 

one finger typing after tak-

ing a fall while walking 

with husband Tom.  The 

result of  a shoulder injury. 

Summer Wishes: 

If you are traveling this 

summer, here are our good 

wishes for a safe journey 

along the road.   

We look forward to your 

return and the activities of 

AZ & NM HRRVC Chap-

ters.  

A Final Word 

Holiday Rambler Recreational Vehicle Club AZ & NM 

Come Join the Fun! 

Find more 

information 

at our website 

www.AZHRRVC.org 

Chapter 309 Valley of the Sun 

President  

Nancy Joy (85873)  
grantjoy86@gmail.com 
 
Vice President  
Ray Zeek (104190)  
zeekstrophy@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Kay Honn (88530)  
knhonn@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer  
Larry Laursen (19685)  
ljlaursen@aol.com  
 
Membership  
Barbara Laursen (19685)  
bjlaursen@aol.com  

Chapter 71 Grand Canyon 
Ramblers 
 
President 
Hilda Nichols  (62633) 
chelanview@q.com 
 
Vice President 
Neil Honn   (88530) 
knhonn@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary 
Tom Simester   (73188) 
tsimester@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Roberts   (85832) 
rhjsroberts@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Chapter 407 Cactus Wrens 
 
President 
Dave McPhaden (89581) 
D-L.McPhaden@att.net 
 
 
Vice President 
Judy Butts (100417) 
rver2003@gmail.com 
 
Secretary (105482) 
Ann Minick 
aminick42@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Lynne McPhaden (89581) 
D-L.McPhaden@att.net 

Contact for AZ 

 

Thom Feit (114992) 

State Manager  

AZ & NM HRRVC 

 

Thom & Barb Feit 

911 W Laguna Azul Ave 

Mesa, AZ 85210-7109 

Thom: 317.507.3557  

Email: thomfeit.az@aol.com 

 

Barb: 480.495.5947  

barbfeit1@gmail.com 

  

Contact for NM 

 

Dawn MacPherson (90258) 

Assistant State Manager NM 

 

Dawn & Les MacPherson 

922 Lantana Ave 

Las Cruces, NM 88005 

575.644.6435 

Email: dawnmacp@comcast.net 

  

National HRRVC Office 

 

Christina Crist, CFO 

547-295-9800  

christina.crist@hrrvc.org  

HRRVC 

PO Box 3028  

Elkhart, IN 46515  
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AZHRRVC Chapters 
Quartzsite Campout 
January 20 – 25, 2017 
Rice Ranch RV Park ~ 55 Kuehn St. 
Quartzsite, AZ 85346 
 
Dry Camping on BLM South of  
Quartzsite - Jan. 15 – 19, 2017 

 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________________________________ State __________ ZIP _____________ 

Email address __________________________________________________Contact phone ______________________________ 

Arrival @ Dry Camping ___________   Arrival @ Rice Ranch _______________    Depart Rice Ranch ____________ 

Checks payable to: AZ State Fund HRRVC 

Mail this form and payment to: Thom Feit, 911 W. Laguna Azul Ave, Mesa, AZ 85210-7109 

FAQ:  thomfeit.az@aol.com or 317-507-3557  

Rice Ranch RV Park is located at the corner of Kuehn St. and AZ 95.  Across the street is the “Big 

Tent” which during our stay will host the annual Sports, Vacation and RV Show.  The area is also 

surrounded by a wide variety of shops selling more that one can image.  Along with the camping, 

some have made trips to the Desert Bar north of Parker – a sight to behold.  Others have combined 

this outing with the Blythe Blue Grass Festival and this coming year a hot air balloon festival will 

be held in Lake Havasu in the week prior to our time in Quartzsite. Lots of opportunities for sight-

seeing.   

Full hookups [50/30 amp, water, sewer] are at each site. There will be a common area for meals and 

campfires.  Several meals will be provided by the Wagonmasters – with that cost divided among 

the units attending.   A deposit of $40 is required to reserve your spot.  Deadline for registration is        

January 1, 2017.  Refunds not available after that date. There will also be a optional pre-Rice Ranch 

“dry camping” experience held on BLM area south of Quartzsite.  Host will be Chapter 309 mem-

bers Emery & Roberta Olson.  There is no camping fee for this BLM land camping.   For more infor-

mation, Email: rojaolson@yahoo.com.  This is a “Buddy” campout open to others who are not HR 

owners. 


